| RVING PARK-AN CHURCH

3938 W. BELLE PLAINE AVE6O CHI CAGO, -1997 60618

Vol. 37, No. 2 February, 2010

A FEW THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR

Sometimes | find myself doing something | hate. 161 1
that they will be willing to take part in a new ministry, or share their gifts in the congregation in a new way. This, | lov
However, what | dislike is when | hear myself sthkert |to
Awel |, |l promise, it wondét take too much time, o0 atr 0al I
all !0 or figoodness, | eladcianngd tt hiinsa gsihnoeu |ydo ujoulslt ebvee na hsanyjaep
the ministry wonét be can get | onger and |l onger the |mor

The church can get a Ilittle |Iike that, telling a sftor
get caught saying, Awedre not boring, webre not mean|, \

And, then, of course, Lent rolls around.
People start to ask each other what they are givingharolate? Television? Soda? Video Games?

Giving up something for the season of Lent is pretty common. But, perhaps it would be helpful for us to think lesg abou
what we arenét doing and more about what we are. We[ mi

Lent is a time of selfeflection in the church. Traditionally, this is the time of year when for forty days Christians
focused on the preparation and renewal of baptismal promises. New members prepared for baptism during this time,| old
members turned toward prayer, fasting and acts of love.

What would it mean for us to imagine Lent, beginning on Ash Wednesday, not as a time of giving up, but as a time of
receiving? What if instead of being that long sad period in the church year, we saw this as an opportunity to movedegeper il
our own baptismal identities? What if as the days grew longer and the snow began to melt we used this time to take pn mo
of what God desires for us, and to let go of those things that we know only pass away?

I n affirming our baptismal identity, we make promijses
faithful people, to come to the Word and share the Holy supper, to proclaim the Good News, to serve all people and to strive
for justice and peace. These promises can be a burden, another set of tasks, or they can be an opportunity for us toJ ake o
what really matterd i vi ng and | oving in community, sharing in 50 d

This is what we are. This is who we are called to be. May this Lent be a time when we as a community to come fogeth
to be more of who we aréving fully into lives marked by the gift of baptism.

Grace and Peace,

Pastor Petersen




HAPPENINGS AROUND IPLC FROM MEAGAN

Interested in hearing more about what IPLC membe
are doing around the worldBritta Schroeter is
currently working at a refugee camp in Kikopey, Ken
Britta shares details about her work and travels on h
blog- check it out!
http://morethanmountains.blogspot.com

Greetings! We are honored to d@art of the worship
family featuring music and dance here at Irving Park
Lutheran Church.

FAITHCHICAGO will sing during Sunday morning
worship at 10:30 a.mandfeatured inconcert on
Sunday, February 7, 2010, at 2:00 pm. Joining them
beThe GRACE Praise Dancers of IPLE8ighlighting
the concert will béAnna Fermin, Dale Tippett, Jr., Ro
Clearfield and our very own, Frieda Lee, Dana Buetc
Kylie Nieves and other guestSo please mark your
calendars for the continued celebration and praise o
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

For additional information, please contact Dwan K.
Buetow at 773130.0336, 77330.0336 , or send an
email towww.faithchicago@sbcglobal.net

Midweek Worship will be on hiatus through the seas
of lent, returning on the fourth Thursday of the montt
April, 22, 2010 with potluck at 6:00 pm, followed by
communion worship with Pastor Petersen and music
FAITCHICAGO.

We look forward to seeing you.
Much Prayer, Much POWER!

+ CHRISTIAN SYMBOLS +

The yoke is a burden of hardship and toil, as well as
subservience. But Jesus
is Aeasyo and that he

allegiance, as in marriage (2 Corinthians 6:14, NIV).
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(Matthew 11:2830). The yoke also symbolizes humar

My family and | want to take the opportunity to
thank all of you at IPLC for a wonderful ordination
weekend. So many of you put in so much hard work t
make the event a truly memorable one for me. A few
personal thank you's go to Chris Richard for the bea

ya.

minute and to both the choirs for the moving music. |
also want to thank Dwan B(?) for getting the praise
dancers together and all the practice it took to put to-
gether such beautiful dances. Thank you Jan Glure fa
organizing the processional and finding all the people
that were so excited to help. Also, thanks to Nancy
Johnson for getting together people that transformed
Victory Hall into a wonderful reception. Every detail
willwas planned down to the tiny detail, right down to the
cross shaped cookies that were delicious. And thank
you Roger Bingaman and Mom (Dawn Benson) for pL
w, ting up with me while putting together the bulletin.
Also, thank you Pastor Petersen for being a great hos
f ouand stepping up when | started to feel a little over-
whelmed with the small details. Finally, thank you to
every member of IPLC for your constant love and sup
port and for simply being with me during some step o
my journey, be it in my childhood growing up at IPLC,
during my college years when | was on council which
know helped me continue coming to church during a
bn time that so many others in that age group leave, for
of being at my wedding and the baptisms of my children
and for supporting my call to ministry and my discern-
by ment of that call.
| feel very blessed, and it largely due to IPLC and
all your support and prayers though this crazy journey
of mission work and seminary. | am glad we got to ce
brate my ordination together in the place where | grev
in my faith and build so many relationships that are
grounded in a love for Christ.

find it truly a blessing that we were called to Mayfair

sible joint ministries the two congregations can do to-
gether and supporting each other in mission.

IPLC will always be my church home and it alway
hold a special place in my heart where | hold so many
dear memories.

¢ God's blessings to you, IPLC,
0
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ful music and being so flexible as plans changes by tblf

My family and | may not be around much, be we do

Lutheran only 2 miles away. | look forward to any pos+
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http://iplc.org:2095/3rdparty/squirrelmail/src/compose.php?send_to=www.faithchicago%40sbcglobal.net

BE A LOVE BIRD EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
Many stories about the origin of When young Kelli said her prayers each night, she
Valentineos Day whufl Bi&s vty Tfnilyfn@bBr, every friend and
through the cendydhypbtfcrent dr falty. Foatd the Bnd of her
definitive story, but most prayers, sheoéd say, fdAnld al
revolve around the _ One night her father asked his daughter why she
imprisonment of Valentinus  gways ended that way.
_ (St. Valentine) for his iBecause, o she replied, fi
disregard of Roman laws. finishes their prayers |by s
Many | egends are also associated with Valentinebés D
For example, because birds seemed to arrive and mate in
some countries in mitebruary, human couples came to be AN EVERY DAY GOD
called Al ove birds. o
In 1667, the first recorded Valentine card was printed. A missionary was telling a Native American abolit
Today, people will give their sweethearts countless miIIionEhrist the Son 30/f God ano? how we aather ever
of cards and acres of heattaped boxes filled with candy. d ’ hi ' - 9 Y
But why wait for Valentine ' aylsovlzgrs_{pégurgr%até)rr @e Wa8W$.C“Wf‘% h ¢
Remember Jesusd words 1in J}[Aé)ﬂwiyns é%é: 'd?,s4f: 'O(aNgRSS0 ;):r Sﬁol'rl pgé'tvzeg Zy
a new commandment, that youHowow\{)lﬁdygu%a?veanswered er . % u
THINKING OF LENT SEVENTY YEARS
Advent prepares us for Chré st,6s bi.rth; Lent P B P AL &
for the glorious act of Chri st ©r é%rlnl'er Pl f. gmyre@fl
special services during t hsgenw%arylgguare of g c&h uEysIee%lr]%._tThe. f (?s V
of us does regarding our spiritual life that makes Lent mosfVErage person spe_nds about 23 years of IS orne liie
meaningful. in bed. He_re are estimates of_how most Amerlca}ns
Lent is a good time to read, study and inwardly digest spend their waking hours during those 70 years:
the four gospels. (The word ;gpspel means fAgood news. ¢
A college student decided to work his way through é gly ngsinv‘{girgg:g pursuits
'Iiﬂualf;hgnwd \I\]/Ioa;:rl?for A 6years eating_
his Lenten A 5years grooming
devotional time. ﬁ g‘ﬁ:i :szll(?r?geducated
azz?ngfe\évzil the é 2 years reading_ .
stories, such as th 6 months worshiping God
ggggﬁizzsgsing N %~ _ Perhaps Sunday mornin WO I
to trap Jesus in : 7.0 It seems.
debate. The , S
brilliant Jesus
hand|ed every THE ROLE OF FAITH
occasion with I i I
wisdom, leaving N ifFear i mprisons, fait [ i |
the authorities faith empowers; fear disheartens, faith encourages;
dumbfounded. fear sickens, faith heals; fear makes useless, faith
During his devotional time, the student was filled with makes serviceab@ and, most of all, fear puts
laughter and amazement at the brilliant son of God, who hopelessness at the heart of life, while faith rejoice
was only in his 30s. Get tiot skn®@awd.tohe good news, d

understand the young mano6s amazement .0HarryEmersonFosdick




THE CHILDRENG PAGE

*A JAR OF*

Love and
reciatien

Jo T

Somelimas we forel i show
fover and appreciation o peopis
wiio arg ciosss o us, Usa

fhig fury craft 1o el everyone in
yowr family know how much
VOU Sarg.

What you need:

Plasric jar with Lid
Heart-shaped foam pieces
Heart-shaped stickers
Glue

Construction paper
Seisaors

Pencil or crayons

What you do:

. Decerate the par and lad
with heart-shaped foam
pieces and stickers.

2. Cutout 2% or 3° heart
shapes from the
CONSIIUCHION paper.

3. On each paper heart,
write what you appreciate
and love abour your family
and each member, Have
all farmily members do
this, too.

4, Place the heart messages
inside the jar. Fold them
in half, if necessary,

3. On each day in February,
pull cut one heare and
read the message aloud
o the family.

6, Motice the changes in vour
family when everyone feels
loved and apprecated!

In Deuteronomy 10:12 {NIV), lsrael 15 asked a quesnon that's also
for us to answer: “What does the LORD your God ask of you?”

To find the answer, write the wonds from the puzzie pieces
on the matching shapaes in the completed heart.
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