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A F E W  T H O U G H T S  F R O M  T H E  P A S T O R 
 

Godôs Work. Our Hands. 

  

Godôs World. Our Hands. 

  

 I write this article on the day that I returned from the 2009 Churchwide Assembly held in Minneapo-

lis, Minnesota.  1045 Lutheran voting members arrived from all over the United States to come together and 

make decisions about the future of the ELCA. 

  

It was truly amazing. 

  

 What was most incredible and moving was to see people who truly love this church- people who have 

grown up singing ñA Mighty Fortressò their entire life as well as those who have wandered into the Lu-

theran Church because it was the closest one they could find- coming together because they believe that in 

the midst of a world that is changing around us, Godôs work and Godôs world can still be held tenderly by 

our hands. 

 Godôs Work has been done in soup kitchens, clothing closets, prayer circles, building projects, vaca-

tion bible schools, and story telling.  Godôs work has been done by those who never thought they would be 

able to accomplish much, and by those confident that God was calling them to creative ministries.  Godôs 

work has been done by the tiny country churches, and the urban mega-churches.  Godôs work has been done 

because God keeps on showing up- keeps on meeting us in scripture, in sacraments, in pews and in 

neighborhoods. 

 Godôs World desperately cries out for our hands to meet needs that have left creation groaning.  The 

Churchwide Assembly voted to work to alleviate the spread and impact of Malaria- a disease that is entirely 

preventable and entirely treatable.  We also voted to fund a new project to address HIV/AIDS in a more 

concrete way throughout the world.  The Lutheran Church throughout our country and our world continues 

to support and meet the needs of those who suffer. 

 This year, our Rally Day will center around this celebration of Godôs World, Our Hands.  We will 

gather to kick-off a new Sunday School Year, as well as to hear about ministries being done around the 

world.  How will the Spirit meet us and move us?  I trust that only time will tell, but, I, for one, am excited 

to be a part of this journey with you.  
 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Petersen 



To our Sisters and 

Brothers in Christ 

Jesus our Lord 

grace and peace to 

all of you.  We are 

called to pray 

without ceasing.  

This a prayer letter communicating our intent to pray for 

your church every day for the next three years.  We will pray 

for your reformation, health, mission, and faith journey.  We 

pray you will be encountered by Jesus and be ready to respond 
when Jesus calls.  We just want you to know that we care.  We 

are the youth/adults/servant leaders of the 2009 ELCA 

National Youth Gathering in New Orleans and we have made 

a commitment to pray for your church. 
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   Scouting has always played a significant role in the 

history of Irving Park Lutheran Church. This year marks 

the 63rd consecutive year that our Boy Scout Troop 863 

has owned its own summer camp in Elcho, Wis. 

Long before it was called Camp Cayuga, our camp in 

the North Woods of Wisconsin was called Worthington 

Pines. 

Here are a few paragraphs of a story that appeared in 

the Aug. 2, 1946, edition of the Irving Park News: 

ñAfter years of planning and working, the Pioneer 

Club of the Irving Park Lutheran Church is seeing its 

dream come true. On Saturday and Sunday, Aug. 10 and 

11, Worthington Pines Boy Scout camp, which the 

organization now has complete ownership of, will be 

dedicated. 

ñLocated on Pine Lake at Elcho, Wis., the camp will 

be used by Irving Park Lutheranôs two Boy Scout troops, 

one Explorer troop and its Cub pack. 

ñLast year the camp, which the Pioneer Club has 

operated for several seasons, accommodated 40 boys 

during part of the summer; this yearôs group is expected 

to be larger. 

ñDr. Joshua Oden, pastor of Irving Park Lutheran, 

will lead the dedication service to be held Sunday 

morning, Aug. 11, at 10 a.m. in camp. A banquet will 

follow at 12:30 in Muskie Inn. 

ñMembers of the Irving Park church and those of 

other churches in the synod, including parishes near 

Elcho, Wis., have been invited to attend.ò 

--Ralph Greenslade 

The following letter was one of more than 1,000 written 

by IPLC members who served in the military during World 

War II. IPLC is trying to return original letters to the letter 
writers or their loved ones. This letter was written before 

the attack on Pearl Harbor. It was penned by Leonard 

Melvin Munson, a member of the 1929 Confirmation Class. 

Camp Grant, Rockford, Illinois 

Aug. 19, 1941 

 

Dear Rev. Oden, 

I want to thank you for the book and letter you sent me. 

It was very kind of you, indeed. 

It is quite some time ago since I had the opportunity to 

see you personally, however during that time I have thought 

of you very often. In my civilian life, my job did not afford 

me the opportunity of attending the church services, 

however even if it was not possible for me to attend 

physically, I did spiritually. 

At the present time there are four chapels in the stage of 

construction out here at camp. They will be completed in 

about two weeks. The church services are now being held 

every Sunday in the theater. 

I am stationed here at Camp Grant Medical 

Replacement Center for a few weeks of training in medical 

work. We have a rather busy day every day, attending 

medical school and receiving training in field medical work. 

It is a type of education that would be impossible to 

obtain except here in the Army. 

After our training, we will be sent to some other camp 

or fort as medical detachments to infantry regiments. 

It is surprising how fast men from all walks of life adapt 

themselves to Army life. In our barracks we have dentists, 

hospital technicians, chemists, pharmacists and men that 

have been connected with medical work in civilian life all 

learning the Army way of administering to the sick and 

wounded if such services are ever needed, although 

everyone hopes that day may never come. 

Although my letters may be few and far between, 

whenever I do have time I shall write to you. At the present 

time I have quite a bit of studying to do. 

With the kindest regards to you and my friends at the 

church, I remain 

 

As Ever, 

Leonard Munson 

HISTORICALLY  SPEAKING  RETURN TO SENDER 



By Lee Samsami Stein 

Iôm writing this article on by far, the hottest day of the summer, Sunday, August 9th. Itôs hard to believe that it took this long 

for the hot and humid weather to arrive, but Iôm not complaining! Itôs also hard to believe that yet again, we survived the 

three-ring circus that is Magic Mushroom. I say that respectfully, but during the month of July, when weôre right in the thick 

of it, it really does feel like a million different things are happening all at once! 

This was Magic Mushroomôs 34th year in existence. Iôve only worked for MM since 2004, yet I feel like Iôve already come 

such a long way, learned so very much about people, children, making decisions thoughtfully and prayerfully, learning 

Godôs Word. 

To make matters more complicated, every year is different: As the curriculum and mission projects change, Magic 

Mushroom goes through staff changes, program and policy changes, the enrollment numbers changeðand classroom sizes :-

O. This program always keeps us staffers on our toes. I think thatôs one of the reasons why itôs so special, because it never 

gets boring; never routine. One of our philosophies in operating Magic Mushroom is to ñstay flexible,ò which is wonderful, 

because it allows the program to evolve and become something new each and every year, and it allows us to remain a 

neighborhood entity, and not a bureaucratic institution. 

Magic Mushroom also ever reminds me of how unnecessarily skeptical I am. Every year, I fret and worry about the weather. 

Will it rain on the Campfire Singalong? Will it be 100º during the Closing Program? This year, on Friday the 10th (the day of 

our campfire), I forced myself to say (yes I talk to myself a lot) ñGod will take care of this. Weôre tough people, weôre going 

to do the campfire and itôs all going to work out,ò in spite of the fact that repeated checks of the weather forecast showed 

ñmajor stormsò in our area, that evening! However, by 5 p.m., the clouds parted, the sun came out, and we had a lovely 

campfire. Go figure. The same thing happened with the Closing Program. The rain didnôt start until people were safely 

inside the sanctuary, watching the children perform. And because of the cool summer we had, we barely needed to use the 

air conditioning at all. What a pleasant surprise! 

During the first week, right after our annual ñfire drill,ò Police officers Corey Wojtkiewicz and Juan Martinez generously 

gave a K-9 presentation with the help of their dog, Rocky. Kids were also able to find out what itôs like to sit in a squad car! 

On the 2nd Friday, our children visited the Chicago History Museum. On the 3rd Friday, while the younger children went to 

the Garfield Park Conservatory, our older kids rode the CTA train to Millennium Park, which they truly loved. Throughout 

all this, our neighbor Ed Gardner graciously taught a two-segment a canning class to parents during the program, as an 

extension of the Three Brotherôs Community Garden. Magic Mushroom children made hanging decorations and stepping 

stones to adorn the garden as well. Stop by and see it sometime! 

In keeping with our gospel-based vision, children learned about the beauty of our nationôs special wonder: The Grand 

Canyon, and its wildlife, flora, and in particular, the Navajo Nation. Our children thought of many unique ways to give, and 

many unquestioningly dug into their own pockets to give money for the Lutheran Mission School for the Navajo Nation. 

With the childrenôs help, we raised over $300! Noel Nape and I will continue to focus on this special school as the learning 

teamôs work for Rally Day approaches. 

Additionally, we continued our tradition of support toward the Irving Park Community Food Pantry, by collecting one-pot 

meals for our local families in need. 

Now, what follows is an enormous thank you list. This year was special because we were able to run a very successful 

classroom/art/kitchen/cleaning supply campaign, which greatly reduced the number of shopping hours and cost. Thank you 

to all who enrolled their children in Magic Mushroom and to all of those who helped support our program.  Along with 

Thrivent, Thillens, Alderman Margaret Laurino and IPLCôs Miriam Circle, we thank the following families and individuals 

for their generous financial support of this yearôs program, adding up to well over $2000.00! 
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 AFTER THE PARTY:  THOUGHTS ABOUT MAGIC MUSHROOM 

Bruce & Sara Anderson 
Jose & Annette Beltran 

Roger Bingaman 

Nancy & Gerard Curtis 

Loretta & Chester Cwiertnia 

Donna DaMask 
Lloyd & Marie DaMask 

Susan Geisler 

David & Nancy Hall 

Sharon Iverson 

Eric & Laura Jay 
Enid Johnson 

Dave & Cathy Kimball 

Lawrence & Holly Lundquist 

Karen & Michael Lurie 

(Continued on page 5) 
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ARE YOU READY FOR RALLY  DAYðSEPTEMBER 13, 2009 BEGINNING AT 9:00 AM 

Godôs World... 

Our Hands 

What: Rally Day 2009ï Our fall kick-off for 

Sunday School and IPLCôs theme- Godôs 

World, Our Hands highlighting the work of the 

church in the world. 

 

When: September 13th at 9am for our Interna-

tional Celebration, with music and our annual 

parade beginning at 10.  

Worship begins at 10:30 in the Sanctuary. 

 

Where: Join us in Victory Hall for an Interna-

tional Breakfast (starting at 9am) and then in the 

Carlson yard for a Godôs World, Our Hands In-

ternational  

Mission Fair (beginning at 9:15), followed by our 

annual parade at 10:00! 

 

Who: EVERYONE IS INVITED!  Bring friends 

and neighbors! 

 

Want to Join in the Excitement?  We are look-

ing for people to dazzle us with their culinary 

skills for our international breakfast.  Have a  

famous recipe for an international delicacy?  Sign 

up to bring a treat!  Not sure where to begin?  We 

have recipes to share that are easy to make.  See 

Holly Lundquist or Sue Giesler for details. 
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Sunday, September 13, 2:00 pm Marcy Stonikas, Soprano with Roger Bingaman, 

Piano:  Works include ñThe Seven Early Songsò of Alban Berg, a collection of five songs by 

Henry Duparc, some of Marcyôs favorite opera arias and the Chicago premier of .  Ms. Stonikas 

won the 2009 Elgin Opera Vocal Competition, was one of the 2006 International Meistersinger 

Competition winners and the 2006 Chicago Chapter N.A.T.S. Competition.  She performed the 

roles of Irene/Mary in the American premiere of Jerry Springer - the Opera (Thomas) at the 

Bailiwick Repertory Theatre in Chicago.  Recently, Ms. Stonikas was selected to work as an 

Apprentice Artist with Sarasota Opera and while there, she was the recipient of the Richard F. 

Gold Career Grant from the Shoshana Foundation.  This coming fall, she will be making her 

debut with Seattle Operaôs Young Artist Program. 

 

Sunday, December 13, 3:00 pm Messiah Sing-a-long. Full Orchestra, soloists and choirs join in the presentation of 

the Christmas Section of Handleôs Messiah. 

 

Saturday, February 20, 10:00 am concert for Kids.  A musical theater production of ñCharlotte's Webò followed by a 

peanut butter reception. 

 

Sunday, April 25, 2:00 The annual Virginia Mc Broom Sekenske Scholarship presentation and concert TBA. 

 

www.irvingparkfinearts.com Concert performers and content is subject to change. 

 

The Irving Park Fine Arts Series is sponsored by Irving Park Carlson Ministries, a 501 (c)(3) non profit organization 

2009 - 2010  

the 16th Performing Arts Series  

Marcy Stonikas  
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My Name is Zachary Johnson, and I will 

be starting my second year of studies in 

the Master of Divinity program at LSTC 

this fall.  I am a candidate from the 

Northeastern Iowa Synod ELCA.  One 

could say that I am from all over the 

place since both my parents are ordained 

ministers in the ELCA.  I have lived in 

many states including North Dakota, 

Minnesota, the state of Washington, Iowa, and now Illinois.  

Most recently I am from Waterloo, Iowa. 

 

I went to college at the University of Northern Iowa in Cedar 

Falls, Iowa where I studied choral music.  I graduated with my 

Bachelor of Arts degree in music in 2007.  I have been married 

to my wife Kristin for over three years now, and we have an 

orange fluffy cat named Izzy.  Izzy is very cute.   

 

I have served the Lutheran church in many different roles over 

the years including: choir participant, youth leader, worship and 

music leader, choir director, teacher of confirmation and adult 

forum, and I have preached and lead worship occasionally on 

non-communion Sundays.  I look forward to serving Irving Park 

Lutheran Church over the next year in many different areas of 

ministry, and I look forward to meeting all of you. 

 

Address:  1100 E 55th St. Chicago, IL 60615 

 

Peace, 

Zachary W. Johnson 

MEET ZACHARY  JOHNSON 
Carl & Judith Nelson 

George & Lois Schill, Jr. 

Bill & Deann Sherlock 

Lee & Mitch Stein 

Elizabeth Stroz 

John & Sandra Stumme 

John & Holly Van Essen 

Blanca Vargas 

Richard & Grace Wielock 

  

Finally, I must publicly thank the people who 

literally make the program run! To a truly amazing 

staffðwe were so blessed this year! A hearty 

thank you to Noel, for her constant, nurturing 

supervision and support, Phil for his financial 

wizardry and never-ending sense of humor, 

Roberta for all of her culinary skills and 

organization, and to all the Magic Mushroom 

parent kitchen volunteers. Thank you to Pastor 

Brooke Petersen, and the Steering Committee: 

Darcie, Lynette, Holly, and Sharon for guidance 

and encouragement. Thank you to Debra for her 

patience, cleverness and energy in gym class, to 

Dana for her musical prowess, and to Dale for his 

high-spirited accompaniment! Thank you to our 

hard-working, quick-thinking, fun-loving aides: 

Ayla, Ben, Maggie, Maddie, Amanda, Caitlin, 

Alexandra, Michael, Alice, Dennis, Miracle, and 

Samantha! Thank you to Bing and Dawn, for 

keeping me updated with messages throughout the 

last six months, and helping to keep the facilities 

clean. Of course, I cannot forget to thank our 

outstanding, creative, dedicated, and brilliant staff 

of teachers: Lucy, Grace, 

Eleanor, Rose, Carmen and 

Aryn. As you can see, it takes a 

village to run Magic 

Mushroom! 

 

So, until the next Pancake 

Supper (Shrove Tuesday, 

2/16/10, folks!), thatôs all 

youôll hear from me about 

Magic Mushroom! Take care 

and peace be with you! 

(Continued from page 3) 


