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A F E W  T H O U G H T S  F R O M  T H E  P A S T O R 
 
 

 There are miracles all over our Holy Scriptures.  You can read about the miracle of water being turned to 

wine, you can dive deep into stories about miraculous healings; you can come back again and again to the 

feeding of the 5,000, the healing of ten lepers, and the blind seeing once again.  Miracles are in no short supply 

in our texts.  For some, reading about all these miracles makes the Bible seem more like fantasy than reality- we 

donôt see baskets of bread and fish on every street corner anymore!  For others, miracles are exactly what draws 

them to the text, it makes the world around them, right now, feel like it might be brimming with miracles just 

beyond our sight. 

 

 We canôt really think about miracles in the Bible without taking a moment to consider the miracle we are 

going to celebrate at the end of May- Pentecost.  It is the miracle that begins the book of Acts, fifty days after 

the resurrection of Jesus on Easter.  Pentecost is the great miracle that births the church.  The gathered followers 

feel a hot wind blowing against them, and then, it is as if tongues of fire have descended upon them.  They 

begin to speak in languages they donôt even know, telling of the miraculous deeds of God.  

 

 We are a church that is born out of a miracle.  To some, reading the story of Pentecost, the miracle might be 

those tongues of fire.  The descent of the Holy Spirit is one HUGE miracle.  But we certainly miss something if 

we donôt take notice of a small miracle in our text, the miracle of the people finally being able to HEAR each 

other in their own language, without anything to hinder them. 

 

 There are surely times in our own lives when hearing one another feels like a huge miracle.  When 

conversation at the dinner table turns from ñschool was fineò, to a story about what it is like to be a teenager, or 

when that anger in our relationships with one another finally shifts because we can hear how we have really hurt 

each other.  If we are looking for a miracle in the world around us, perhaps Pentecost is a reminder that 

sometimes the biggest miracle we can find is the one that allows us to finally hear each other. 

 

 The celebration of Pentecost is only one Sunday, but the season of Pentecost stretches through the entire 

summer.  I encourage you, in this long stretch of time, to take a moment to consider what is blocking you from 

hearing.  Is it pride, fear, uncertainty, stress?  Whatever blocks us from hearing, in this season of the church 

year, try and open your ears.  You might hear each other.  You might hear something you have missed.  Or, 

miracle of miracles, you might hear God. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brooke Petersen  
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           Here are some highlights of what was happening 75 

years ago at the corner of Belle Plaine and Harding, as 

reported in the 12-page ñIrving Park Lutheran Church 

Tidingsò of June 1934: 

* The lead story was that Dr. Joshua Oden, the editor of the 

Tidings who held a ñsecond jobò as IPLC pastor, was 

traveling in Europe with Mrs. Helga Oden. The Odens took 

a six-day trip across the Atlantic on the giant S.S. 

Aquitania. The ship (which had its maiden voyage in 1914 

and was scrapped in 1950) carried 3,230 passengers (618 

first class, 614 second class, 1,998 third class). The Odens 

toured England, Sweden and Norway. Church member 

Margaret Samuelson met up with the Odens in Newcastle, 

England, and the Odens stayed with relatives of IPLC 

member Ida Goranson while they were in Borrby, Sweden. 

* A subscription to the Tidings cost 25 cents for one year. 

* Mee and Ramme Funeral Home, one block south of 

IPLC, had a full-page ad in the Tidings. Other advertisers 

included Josephineôs Lingerie and Hosiery Shop at 3309 N. 

Crawford (later Pulaski), Dr. Rudolph J.E. Oden (pastorôs 

brother), and Harry T. Carlson, the church music director 

who also gave lessons at IPLC every Wednesday. Zenith 

Camera Service at 5011 N. Sawyer offered a last chance to 

produce personal movies of the Worldôs Fair. 

* The Vacation Church School began with 50 students on 

June 18, and enrollment grew to 78 after the first week. 

Miss Mildred Bogren, the church secretary who doubled as 

the assistant editor of the Tidings, added to her resume by 

being the organist for the VCS. Here are a few names of 

1934 students who have links to current members of IPLC: 

John and Betty Fridlund, Arletta Kaad (later Anderson) and 

Calvin Johnson (Enidôs husband). 

* The church picnic took place on a chilly Saturday, June 

16, at Ehrhardtôs Grove, just outside of Park Ridge. 

Besides the usual picnic events (shoe race, pie-eating 

contest, horseshoes, three-legged race, etc., were two rather 

unusual events: The Fat Menôs Race (won by Folke 

Goranson), and the Married Women Husband Calling 

Contest (won by Mrs. Gustave E. Johnson). 

* On the organizations front é eighty people attended the 

annual Martha Circle luncheon on June 1. é Pastor Oden 

spoke to the combined Junior and Senior Luther Leagues 

on June 5, shortly before he left for Europe. é The Junior 

Mission Band held a picnic on June 2. é The Dorcas 

Guild, led by President Emily Fridlund, pledged $1,300 to 

the Building Fund. é The Girl Scouts had a season-

closing party on June 18. é The Boy Scouts made plans to 

spend 13 days at Camp Owassippi in Whitehall, Mich. 

           The following letters are two of more than 1,000 

written by IPLC members who served in the military during 

World War II. IPLC is trying to return original letters to the 
letter writers or their loved ones. Harold Carlson, one of the 

three Carlson Brothers for whom the Carlson Ministries is 
named, wrote eight letters to Pastor Joshua Oden. (His first 

letter was printed in the May Tidings). These two letters did 

not have return-address information on them, but he most 
likely was writing from Camp Murphy, Fla. Harold was a 

member of the 1934 Confirmation Class. Along with his 

brothers George and Helge, Harold left no descendants. 

They lived at 4112 N. St. Louis. 

 Sept. 15, 1942 

 Dear Pastor: 

             Here is a little note in regards to that golf game. I 

accept your proposal to have an enjoyable game of golf 

together. Lets make a date for June 7th, 1944, at a club of 

your choosing. Loser buys the winner a milk shake or 

anything of that line. Is it a go? 

            Thank you for the swell 

letter. Also, thanks for the news 

of the boys from the church. 

            This is a short note as I 

will write later on. Best regards 

to all. 

 Yours truly, 

Harold Carlson 

HISTORICALLY  SPEAKING  RETURN TO SENDER 

* The Rev. Philip Thelander filled in for Pastor Oden while he 

was in Europe. 

            --Ralph Greenslade 
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YOUTH  
 

Looking for thrills?  The Youth Group is going to Six 

Flags, Great America and Hurricane Harbor! What 

beats seven miles of intense coaster tracks?! This is an 

event you can't miss! Saturday, July 18th is the date - 

mark it! 8:30am to 6:00pm is the time - don't be late! 

Carpools leave from IPLC parking lot - be there! 

Friends are welcome! Cost is $35. Financial assistance 

is available. An RSVP is required as tickets will be pre

-printed. Adult chaperones are needed as well, if you are 

interested please contact Marc and Erin for more details: 

IPLCyouthgroup@gmail.com or 773-808-1224.  

 

 

WORSHIP MATTERS 
 

What is very, very long and green all over? 

 

Pentecost, the next season in our church year.  

 

Pentecost season starts after Pentecost Sunday and goes 

all the way to Reformation Sunday, at the end of 

October. In our weekly lessons, we hear about Jesusô 

work, as he travels the country. There are healing 

stories, teaching stories and we hear a lot of the 

Parables. Like summer, itôs a time of growing and 

nurturing. Pentecost is a more relaxed time. School is 

out, many people take vacations and spend time 

outdoors. 

 

Starting June 7th, we will go to our Summer Schedule, 

with Worship starting at 9:30, a.m. We will be learning 

Setting 8, in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship book 

and some new hymns. 

 

Pentecost is a time to celebrate the beauty of Godôs 

creation. Start each week hearing Godôs nurturing word 

and receiving Godôs nourishing meal. Go into the week 

refreshed and renewed. 

 

 

CHURCH-WIDE  SPRING CLEANING  
 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, June 27th. On 

this day IPLC will have a church-wide ñSpring 

Cleaning.ò Come and help us get the Lordôs House 

cleaned up and ready for all the upcoming summer 

programming! 

IN THE LIFE OF IPLC 
UPDATE ON MAGIC  MUSHROOM  

SUPPLY DRIVE  
 

Thank you to everyone who generously donated 

supplies and funds to the Magic Mushroom Summer 

Program! On Motherôs Day, we received many, MANY 

cardboard tubes and egg cartons, as well as a generous 

supply of buttons, cardboard, wallpaper scraps, Sculpy, 

switch plates, construction paper, paper lunch bags, pipe 

cleaners and kitchen supplieséin addition to a total of 

$330.00 in monetary donations! Thank you to all IPLC 

families for your support! 

 

As we get closer to July, we still have many supply 

needs for the program. Our next target date is Fathers Day ï 

Sunday, June 21st. Here is an updated list in case you see 

good sales at your local grocery, or find some ñtreasuresò in 

the hidden spaces of your home! 

 

Kitchen/Cleaning Supplies 
Disinfectant wipes (about 4 containers) 

Anti-bacterial soft soap (about 10 bottles) 

Masking tape (different colors and sizes) 

409 countertop cleaner (or similar, for both metal and plastic 

surfaces) 

Dixie cups 

Bandaids 

Broom (2 tall brooms) 

Dustpan (w/matching brush) 

Paper plates (dessert size, about 300) 

Dishwashing liquid (1 bottle) 

Quart-sized freezer bags (both for kitchen and art supplies) 

 Classroom Supplies 

Sturdy plastic tablecloths or Oil cloth (heavy, lined, 

waterproof, in 2-yd or 2.5-yd lengths) 

Fabric Crayons 

Thermometers (unbreakable, about 5-10, for science project) 

Thin wire (20 or 22 gauge) 

Metal washers 

Pebbles 

Colored twine 

Sandpaper pieces 

Liquid watercolors (in all colors) 

Shaving Cream (not gel) 

Medium sized rocks to paint 

Decoupage 

Polymer clay 

8ò-12ò sturdy white or solid-colored paper plates 

Spray fabric paints 

Food (the following should have a shelf life of about 4 

months, so as long as itôs still good in Julyé): 

Pretzels 

Canned fruit (in fruit juice, rather than syrup, if possible) 

 
 Sunday, June 19th is Magic Mushroom Staff 

Installation Sunday. Come meet the people behind the 

program! 

mailto:IPLCyouthgroup@gmail.com


 

 4 

DEDICATION OF THE THREE BROTHERS GARDEN 05-17-09 

Pastor Petersen Blesses the ground 

David Hall and the children prepare to bless the ground 

Sunday School Superintendent, Lynette Schroeter presents a 

check for $1000 to Yaz Ebeid.  The Sunday School raised 

the $1000 for the # Brothers Garden 

Thanks to Darcie Wadycki for the great photos. 
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THE LATEST BAPTISMS 
 

On the same day as the blessing of the 3 Brothers 

Garden two baptisms took place at the 9:00 am 

service in the chapel.  Even more special, the two 

baptized are cousins. 

 

Baptized were Everett Sherman Sporrong, born on 

March 4, 2009, son of Meagan and Isaac Sherman 

Sporrong and James Antonio Tyrone Johnson, son of 

Kathryn Sherman.  Dawn and Mitch Benson is the 

proud grandparents.  Everettôs  God parents are Jon 

and Kara Vehar and Annalisa Sporrong.  JTôs are 

Isaac Sporrong and his aunt Ayla Benson. 

 

That afternoon Meagan graduated from The 

Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago 

The crowd enjoys the weather (finally) 

Pastor Petersen baptizes Everett while cousin JT looks 

on from Isaacôs arms with mom Meagan and God 

mother Ayla. 

The proud Momôs Meagan with Everett,  

and Katie with JT. 


