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A F E W  T H O U G H T S  F R O M  T H E  P A S T O R 
 

On the last Saturday of April, people gathered in our parking lot to clear the ground, to pull out weeds and toss 

out rocks in the plot of land where we dream there will be a garden.  Others spent the day sawing, drilling and 

nailing together the wood that will become the beds for the plants growing in that garden.   

 At the very same time, as dirt was being turned and boards were being nailed, children met in the church 

office to learn about what it means to gather at the altar and take communion for the very first time.  They talked 

about bread and wine, about being fed and inviting all people to share the food that we bless in this church every 

single Sunday. 

 We are now firmly planted in the Easter season of the church year, a season that centers around the new 

life that has burst on to the scene after the rock was rolled away and the tomb was found empty.  It is a season 

when we will hear stories of witness- the witness of the disciples to doubting Thomas, the witness of the women 

and the travelers to Emmaus to the disciples in Jerusalem, the witness of Peter to a gentile in a foreign land, the 

witness of this new community to those who have not yet heard the story of a God who died to redeem them and 

rose to free them from the power of death.   

 So I had witness on the brain on that rainy Saturday at the end of April.  Our parking lot was filled with 

people from the neighborhood, people we had never seen before, people who wanted to gather and be a part of a 

project that is bigger than themselves, a project that lets them get their hands dirty.  People from this congregation 

worked side by side with people of other faiths and no faith at all, because that is part of our witness.  Our witness 

is that a tiny plot of a land can become a garden, out of the uncertain ground can come food to feed the hungry.  

We witness to Godôs desire to feed the hungry, of body, mind and spirit, and we use our land to testify to Godôs 

continued care for all of creation.  It doesnôt look like much of a garden a day later, but in that turned soil is a 

dream for a kind of neighborhood that will feed the hungry. 

 Our church office table was covered with papers and pencils as those young people talked about commun-

ion.  They talked about God meeting us in bread and wine, about God inviting everyone to the great dinner party 

that is our celebration of communion.  They might not know that in their conversation they witnessed to Godôs 

incredible love for all people.  They might not know yet that as they gather at the table for the first time, they are 

witnesses to a love that continues through the generations of this church, a love that calls each one of us to the 

feast of the forgiveness of sins.   

 It is a season of witness.  It is a season to have witness on the brain.  It is a season to witness to the power 

of God by using shovels and rakes in a garden.  It is a season to witness to the love of God by inviting young peo-

ple to communion for the first time.  It is a season to witness to an empty tomb, to tell the story of Godôs contin-

ued love and care for us, sometimes with dirty knees and sweaty foreheads, sometimes with church clothes and 

hymns of praise.  However we do it, this is our time to tell the story. 

 

In Resurrection Joy,  

Pastor Brooke Petersen 
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Was it really only 60 years ago? In 1949, the average cost 

of a new house was $7,450, you could buy a gallon of gas 

for 17 cents, and the minimum wage was 70 cents per 

hour. The Soviet Union tested its first atomic bomb, the 

first Polaroid camera sold for $89.95, the first Emmy 

Awards were presented, and Harry S. Truman was 

president. The 45 rpm record discs were introduced, 

ñSouth Pacificò made its Broadway debut, and George 

Orwellôs book ñ1984ò was published. 

            At the corner of Belle Plaine and Harding, Dr. 

Joshua Oden was in his 41st consecutive year as IPLC 

pastor. Our assistant pastor and Tidings editor was 

Kenneth E. Farb, who had just begun the first of his two 

stints with IPLC. Pastor Farb served as our main pastor 

from 1959-71. 

 

Here are a few highlights from May and June of 1949: 

*  Pastor Oden delivered the sermon on Confirmation 

Sunday, May 15, 1949, when 34 members of the 

Confirmation Class made their vows. 

*  The Stewards had worked for two months making 

preparations for the Church Picnic, set for Fullerton 

Woods on June 26. Current member Reuben 

Erickson served on the games committee. 

*  The Board of Trustees voted to increase the fire 

insurance on the church property by $26,000 so that 

IPLC would be fully covered. 

*  Ella Rosengren agreed to serve as the Vacation 

Church School superintendent. 

*  An ñOver Seventyò birthday party was being planned 

for June 5 to honor all church members 70 or older. 

The oldest man and woman were crowned as King 

and Queen for the day. 

*  Mothersô Day was celebrated, with the youngest and 

oldest mothers recognized. Dorothy Kucik was the 

ñMother of the Year.ò 

* The Womenôs Missionary Society had an interesting 

meeting on May 18. The featured speaker was Betty 

Fridlund, who gave a ñgraphic description of our 

local charities.ò 

*  The Fidelis Circle hosted 100 people at its Spring 

Luncheon. 

*  The Onus Girls completed their clean-up kits for the 

ñMigrant Missions.ò The kits included a toothbrush, 

washcloth, nail file, etc. 

*  The Girl Scouts made surprise packets for residents 

of the Augustana Home for the Aged. The packets 

were filled with tea, sugar ñbittarò and candy. 

*  The Parish Visitors made 74 calls over a two-month 

period. The Parish Visitors delivered birthday cards 

or flowers on their personal visits to the churchôs 

elderly and homebound members. 

 

-Ralph Greenslade 

The following letter is one of more than 1,000 written by 

IPLC members who served in the military during World War 

II. IPLC is trying to return original letters to the letter 
writers or their loved ones. Harold Carlson, one of the three 

Carlson Brothers for whom the Carlson Ministries is named, 
wrote eight letters to Pastor Joshua Oden. He was a member 

of the 1934 Confirmation Class. Harold, along with his 

brothers George and Helge, left no descendants. They lived 
at 4112 N. St. Louis. 

 

Aug. 17, 1942 

Camp Murphy, Fla. 

 

Dear Pastor: 

 

Thank you for the swell letter and Communion record 

card. Also, thank you all for sending me the ñTidings.ò Itôs 

really swell to get news from home and church. And also to 

hear about what my friends are doing. As I look down the list 

of boys in the service, I notice many names of boys in my 

Confirmation Class. I see Carl Lundgren is a 2nd Lt. and is 

stationed somewhere in Florida. 

Pardon me, here I am gabbing away and havenôt 

mentioned the fact that I am now stationed in Camp Murphy, 

Fla. Our school in Fort Monmouth (N.J.) has moved down 

here, so we followed along. 

I sure have seen the country. California, N.J., and now 

Florida. I guess the Navyôs slogan is: ñJoin the Navy and see 

the world.ò But to me, itôs ñJoin the Army and see the 

country,ò and I really mean it. 

The camp we just came from, Fort Monmouth, was 

located in perfect position for us to see and do things. New 

York really treats the servicemen swell. I havenôt had the 

chance to see how Chicago treats the boys, but it surely 

would have to go some to beat New York. To have such 

localities around really peps up the boys. 

Yes, I have attended Communion at the camp chapels 

and they are such nice appearing chapels. The chaplains are 

also swell. 

We are located about 25 miles north of Palm Beach, Fla. 

Itôs hot, but a breeze is always around. 

Iôm still attending school. I was very glad to get the 

opportunity to play nine holes of 

golf last week. 

Well, thanks again for 

everything, and I am hoping to 

hear from you all soon. 

  

Yours truly, 

Harold Carlson 

HISTORICALLY  SPEAKING  RETURN TO SENDER 
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IN THE LIFE OF IPLC 

Dear IPLC, 

 

I once again wanted to send a note thanking everyone 

for prayers. So much has happened over the last two 

months and I know it was Godôs grace and a prayer-filled 

community that guided me and my family through. First, I 

want to announce the birth of our son, Everett Sherman 

Sporrong. He was born on March 4, 2009 weighing 9lbs 

and he was 22 inches long. We are blessed that he is a 

healthy little boy and the entire family is quite smitten 

with him. 

Next, I wanted to share that I was assigned to the 

Metro Chicago Synod. During the month of February 

bishops from many of the synods gathered together to 

assign all the candidates eligible for a first call. People we 

assigned synods and we were informed which synod we 

would be interviewing for a first call with-in. To mine and 

Isaacôs joyous surprise we were assigned Metro Chicago. 

This means shortly after I graduate I will begin 

interviewing with churches in the Chicago area that are 

looking to call a pastor. After I receive a call to a church I 

will be ordained. We are asking for prayers that the Holy 

Spirit will guide this process and that there be patience 

and wisdom in the process. 

Finally, I wanted to invite all of you to my 

graduation. Yes, that is right! After 27 classes, 3 

internships, 3 intense interviews, 4 years (and 2 babies) I 

am graduating with my MDiv from The Lutheran School 

of Theology. Graduation is on Sunday, May 17, 2009 at 

2:30pm at St. Thomas the Apostle Church: 5472 S. 

Kimbark Ave. Chicago, IL 60615, (one block east from 

the seminary). 

Isaac, Ingrid, Everett and I are very blessed to be a 

part of such a wonderful community. Godôs blessing and 

peace be with all of you! 

Meagan Sherman-Sporrong 

GREAT  NEWS!  
 

We have purchased our sixth door!   Many thanks to all 

who have so generously contributed!  

 

 

 

A BIG  THANK  YOU  
 

Thank you to all of the people who gave so generously 

of their time to set up and cook for our second Seder 

celebration on Holy Thursday.  Pastor Petersenôs father-

in-law,  Mitch Brown, led us in the beautiful service that 

has been celebrated for thousands of years in Jewish 

households.  As Christians, we remembered Jesus' last 

night with his disciples when He celebrated the Passover 

and shared bread and wine.   

 

 

 

ARE YOU ON FACEBOOK ?  
 

Irving Park Lutheran Church is! Find the group, join it, 

and stay in touch with all thatôs happening here at IPLC!  

 
 

 

 

SUMMER  CAMPS  

(MESSAGE FOR PARENTS):  
 
Thinking of sending your child(ren) to summer camp? 

Besides a week of peace and quiet for you, a week at 

camp is an important investment in your childôs future! 

Your child will learn and develop skills ï independence, 

water sports, the arts, social skills, decision making, 

living well with peers, and so on. Youth walk away with 

an unforgettable experience! Most importantly, they will 

grow spiritually. Camp helps to ground a child in faith 

as well as provide the basis for character, personal 

conduct, and positive relationships. As a parent you 

have many things to consider when it comes to spending 

your hard-earned dollars on your children. We 

encourage you to consider a faith-based camp for your 

child(ren) this summer and would be happy to help you 

and your family in the process. Selecting, registering, 

and financing your childôs 2009 summer camp can be a 

bit overwhelming, so please do not hesitate to email 

(iplcyouthgroup@gmail.com) or call (773-808-1224) 

Erin and Marc Menet. 

HUNGER WALK :  
 

On Saturday, June 20th the youth group and their families 

are invited to participate in the Greater Chicago Food 

Depository Hunger Walk at Montrose Harbor. This Walk 

is part of the youth group's focus on fighting hunger in our 

communities. Our fundraising proceeds will benefit the 

Irving Park Community Food Pantry. Last year, the Irving 

Park Food Pantry raised about $8,000 from this event. 

Now the need is even greater as more and more of our 

neighbors are being impacted by the severe and 

unprecedented economic downturn. Please consider 

sponsoring the youth group in the Walk by making a 

donation of any size to our general fund. Cash, check, and 

online donations are accepted. Contact Erin or Marc 

Menet for more information: 

IPLCyouthgroup@gmail.com or 773-808-1224. 

mailto:iplcyouthgroup@gmail.com
mailto:IPLCyouthgroup@gmail.com
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THE THREE BROTHERS GARDEN 

On Saturday, April 25, work began on The 

Three Brothers Garden.  Many from IP 

Carlson Ministries, IPLC and the 

Neighborhood joined in for the fun.  The 

next work day, to fill garden beds, is May 

9, at 9:00 am. 


