A FEwW THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR

| am a hugdan of todo lists. | make them constantly, sometimes making sevedal ligts in one. The bes
part about my talo lists, however, is the incredible amount of joy | get from striking an item off {tie list,
knowing that | can safely file that project away as finished. My joy at finishing something on that trus
do | i st!i h JSEElRescthEmme  ®o . f.coheat d e v eUGEE: O L% i ainsd
have already finished. It feels good to know that | need not be overwhelmed, at least one thing is alre
done!

As Advent is upon us, and Christmas is only a few weeks away,-ohylists have gotten a little out of con
trol. There are church lists, home lists, gift lists, and more. Fewer things than | would like are being s
off these lists. Yet, in the midst of all of this scribbling, | find the gospel calling me to add a few things
prepare together for the great good news of the birth of Jesus Christ.

We are supposed to wake up, prepare, listen, watch, change. We are supposed to repent, literally, tu
and believe in the good news. We are supposed to do something during this great waiting, hearing tk
news and responding to it seems to be the call of Jesus on our lives in these coming weeks. We opée
hearts during the season of Advent, because something around us is changing. The kingdom of God
near, breaking into the reality of our world and offering us hope.

year of the church, as we start at the simple beginning of the gospel, as we await the birth of the Chri
a young woman in a manager in Bethlehem. As | sit here at my desk, the challenge | face is to see tk
o-t"T "8 s canodt caPturte®T he depth of] t.he® st or
home, at work, and even in our life together, we remember that ;
these stories are told again and again because they are the f()lﬁ’l‘ﬂi%—o"ember 2 we celebrated All Saints
tional narratives of our faith.

died over the last yeaEven as All Saints

; ¢ fo : Sunday has passed, we hope you will incluc
Wait. Watch. Listen. Repent. Rejoice. The kingdom of God ige families of these saints who have entere
coming near. into the eternal promise in your prayers at ft

tender time: June Nelson, Melvin Davis,
In great expectation, Amalia Freels, Edward Lugai, John

Greenslade, Edgar Hammerberg, Richard
Smith, Larry Thompson, Blanche Reilly, Joh
Klimek, Helen Ryszka, Marge Snowden, Jo
Fridlund Jr., Judy Brown, Connie
Kliengartner, Robert Mueller and Carolina
Palomares.

Pastor Brooke Petersen

Sunday, a day to remember those who have
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We begin again together in Advent, participating in the great story of our faith. This is our new year, the new
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HISTORICALLY SPEAKING

As we journey through the
time to take a look back at a few of the events and
celebrations that were taking place at Belle Plaine and
Harding 30 years ago in 1978:

* Ross Henry Larson was pastor, G. Erik Hagg was
visitation pastor, Charles Olson was choir director and
Martha Schurke was organist. Several members were
elected to positions on the Church Council, including Hd
Lundquist as secretary, Kris Helgeson and Sharon Ivers
as delegates, and Larry Lundquist as an alternate deleg

* IPLC hosted an evening of Christmas music on De(
10. The IPLC choirs led the congregation in singing car
After the service, everyone spread a little Christmas che
by caroling in the IPLC neighborhood.

* The Lutheran Church Women presented their
Christmas program on Dec. 13 in Victory Hall. The Luth
Singers from Luther North High School provided the
entertainment.

* The Sunday School Christmas program, "Christmas
Happines$ Past and Present,” was performed at 4 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 17. The program included a nostalgic
recreation of a 1903 Chri
75" anniversary.

* Services were held at 10:30 p.m. on Christmas Eve
followed by a Swedish Julotta at midnight, with former
IPLC Pastor Kenneth Farb returning to the pulpit. Of

RETURN TO SENDER

Ahe fokowing lettee is asn@af moretthiare10@0wvattemby
IPLC members who served in the military during World W
Il. IPLC is trying to return the original letters to the letter
writers or their loved ones. Robert Weiss was a member @
the 1936 Confirmation Class. In the 1938 church directory
he was listed as having resided at 3912 N. Mozart. He se
in the Navy, and wrote one other letter to Pastor Oden, arn
postcard from Brooklyn, N.Y.

I
o%/anuary 17, 1945

kealifornia

. Dear Pastor:
his. This is just a few lines from one of the boys, hoping you
.care just fine and in the best of health. As for myself, |

coul dndét be any better.

My name is Robert Weiss, and my mother and girlfriend
Lyere down to see you about me and my girlfriend getting
married. Everything was all set for the wedding, and then
my leave was canceled.

_._Then | called my girlfriend and she decided to come out
> Rere to California. Her mother, my mother and my brother
¥hme with her.

S (WE\RePe mBriAed fefe Tk 18th Bf DB CiMt%e 'chaef on
the base in San Bruno, Calif., by Chaplain Rice, who was
formerly a [protestant] minister in Oxford, Ohio. He sure

hel ped us an awful | ot W €

My wife and our parents left here on Christmas Day. | s

course, there was a Christmas Day service at 10:30 a.m.had a wonderful time while they were out here, and | can

* Poinsettias for the Christmas garden cost $6.

* Pastor Larson recorded a daily inspirational greetin
Peopl e could "Dial Good News" at 26766 to hear his
message.

* [PLC was recognized as the third largest Lutheran
Church in America congregation in Chicago.

T Ralph Greenslade

thank the Lord for everything.

| would have much rather had the wedding in the Irving
gPk. Lutheran Church. My mother and dad were married th
about 28 years ago [in 1916].
But it was something | just
couldnodét hel p.

| am leaving for overseas
soon. | want to wish you, [IPLC
secretary] Mildred [Bogren] an
[Assistant Pastor] Arvid

RUTH V. OUDIN  Former longtime IPLC member Ruth

V. Oudin passed away Oct. 15, 2008Arlington Heights.
Mrs. Oudin, a former president of the Altar Guild who
sang in the church's Treble Choir in the 1960s and '70s
was preceded in death by her husband Robert, a forme
usher at IPLC. Mrs. Oudin, 90, is survived by daughters
Ruth (Joe) Maui and Kathleen (Glenn) Gall, and son
Robert (Diana), seven grandchildren and three great
grandchildren. Services were held Oct. 19 in Arlington
Heights.

Chindblom the best of luck anc
health. And may the Lord be
with us always.

A true follower of the Lord
" through your faithful guidance.

/. ? (Weiss

This photo is from the
1936 confirmation
Class photos .

Robert Weiss
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NEWS AND ACTIVITIES AT IPLC

This yeards Donna Jean
Sunday School Superintendéintynette Schroeter. Lynette
was first a Sunday School teacher and then she served as
Donna Jeanf6s assistant and

1996. For 12 years she has taken responsibility for recruit rﬁj
teachers, registering students, making class lists and orde P@

curriculun® she even picks it up to save on postaget

this is only the beginningShe writes numerous Sunday
School newsletters, finds substitutes, contacts parents, pl
the special activities for the Sunday School year and on a
on. She has also been know to get out the paint brushes

paint walls, make curtains for the windows, put down carp fa

and move around the dividers to create the best classroorn
possible for the students and teach&uut t he | i

for our Christmas and Lenten plays she is the one painting Show Special. It has turned out to be a history lesson fo

scenery, making costumes and coming up with great idea
about how it can be don&.ou can also see her artistic skills
in Victory hall as we decorate for the Christmas

season.Lynette is also an active member of the Learning

team and the Magic Mushroom Steering Committee and i$

least on her'Byear as a council member (mayt§.8What
a blessing it is for IPLC that she has chosen to give of her
talents to nurture and care for our children certainly our m
important assetWe as a congregation are greatly blessed
her volunteer commitment.am sure Donna Jean would be
thrilled to see this award go to Lynette.

Whet her a babyds been born

a family member has died and you have no time nor energy

to prepare meals, theLC Dinner Ministry is an important
way that the congregation takes care its members in their
hour of need. If you, or someone you know needs home
dinner deliveries, please contact the Dinner Ministry
Coordinator Holly Van Essen at 7B39-9886, or leave a
message for Holly with the church office at 7Z&87-1667. In
addition, if you would like to volunteer to be on the list to
make or deliver dinners, please send Holly your name, ph
number and/or email information. Thank you!

Please help make a difference this holiday season. The
Northwestern University Settlementhas been helping low
income familieon the near west sider over 100 years and
one of their longstanding traditions is to provide holiday
baskets with gifts and a Christmas dinti&rery year, we try
to provide a little joy to approximately 700 families. Please

consider providing a basket for a family in need,; it is greatly”

appreciated. You can sponsor families of various sizes bal
on your ability to give. For more information or to learn ho
to adopt a family, please contact Elizabeth Stroz
ate_stroz@yahoo.coor 773.962.7517.

Hol?m‘)?

Sunday School Preserii$iRISTMAS IN TV LAND

- gunday Schog) invites evg%oéesto thei anpug!
Christmas play to take place at the 10:30 a.m. church
. service on Sunday, December 21, 2008. Everyone in
Sunday, Schipgl is Rusygeiting ready, the chilgrenare
udiously learning their lines and songs, the costumes
ing made, the scenery is being assembled and soon

=

w'e Oble teady with our pageanEach year we think of
the Sunday School play as our Christmas gift to our
LGaurch and we hope you will be there to share in our joy
Lgf presenting the Christmas story to IPLC.
adghis yearos play is cal
ook back to the earlier days of TV and reminds us how
nthe Christmas story was brought into homes via the small
sSgreeny gaghsclass wilk portray a differédhristmas TV

=i

s many of the children since some of the shows are from
. way before their time and in some cases before their
parents' time tooBe sure to tune us in on the 21st

D

I%to you have a listening eafo you enjoy connecting
with people?We hope you will consider joining our

H8erish visitors team Parish visitors keep connected with
pYur homebound members in many creative wagading

em cards, calling and visiting thenfhis is a

wonderfully ministry that helps to remind our homebound
members that they are still a part of our congregatibn.
you are interested, please attend a short informational

7" Ibypu hgve qugstiogsy plegsg eoBtact PRSiOEPetgrg

An ldea In-Progress from the Care Committe@/e
would like to kick off the New Year the joyful way with
New Year 0s,cldsete home; right here at IPL
on December 3{ from 8:00 p.m. until 12:15 a.m. All
members are invited, including children (come in your
for Veggie Tales and fun) and young adults (movie nig
oABd who knows what else?!). Bring a dish or appetizer
|l etds get together with
and fellowship as we ring in 2009! Please call Lee Stei
773267-0175 orleesstein@spacecushion.conf y o
interested in attenditigwe will keep you posted as the
event progresses, via phone, mail and email!

fiwhat does this have to do with Jesug?bne of the mos
frequently asked questions in tBenior High Sunday
SchoolClass. We have watched the "Last Lecture" on
ideo and had discussions both political and about mo

stybring the issues of everyday life into Christian
wperspective. We will continue our look at contemporary
culture with a series The Gospel According to the
Simpsons. We meet every Sunday at 9am, with snack

outside of the Pastor's offic&ee you there!
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meeting following the 10:30 worship service on December
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MEeET OUR NEW MEMBERS

Eric and Laura Jay come to Chicago from
Cedarburg
Wisconsin and Fort
Wayne, Indiana,
respectively. Eric is
a graduate of
DePaul and teaches
math and Laura
graduated from the
University of
Chicago and is a
Recreation
Supervisor for the
Winnetka Park
District. Pastor
Petersen married

them this past summer in Ft. Wayne.

773.425.0962

2510 N. Lawndale
Chicago, IL 60647

773.962.7517
4133 w. Berteau # 2
Chicago, IL 60641

Cathy, Dave, Kirsten and Peter Kimballenjoy
IPLC so much they are driving 45 minutes on
Sunday morning to worship! Cathy is Paul
Cl ausends sister.

2 River Highlands Dr.
Hawthorn Woods, IL 60047

Elizabeth Strozhas lived in Chicags
her entire life. She is a graduate o
Lane Tech and DePaul. She works
AmeriCorps Volunteers. She helpé
our Sunday School adopt a family
the holiday season.

Beverly Harrington has been coming
to IPLC with her sister, Pat Descki.
Beverly grew up in Chicago and wor|
for the Chicago Public Schools as a
Speech and Language Pathologist.

773.826.3057

514 N. Springfield
Chicago, IL 60624

Rick and Melanie Reschkehave lived in the neighborhood
and have been active at
IPLC for a number of
years. Melanie is a
member of the Irving Park
Carlson Ministry Board of
Directors and an avid
gardener. Rickis a
Naprapath in private
practice.

773.539.2161

4133 N. Springfield
Chicago, IL 60618




